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Bratislava, 9. 3. 2009. REC Slovakia has launched the international project with the title: ,,
European Capital of Biodiversity”. The project is partially awarded through the EU program
LIFE+ and will be implemented in Slovakia, Germany, Hungary, Poland and Spain during the
period from 2009 until 2011. The leading organization and the coordinating beneficiary is the
German organization Deutsche Umwelthilfe. The project total budget represents 1.695.832 €

Based on the latest assessments the biodiversity is decreasing at a faster rate now than at
any other time in the past. The situation in Europe is also a cause for concern. The rich
biodiversity of the European Union has been subject to slow changes over the centuries, due to
the impact of human activities. The scale of this impact has accelerated dramatically in the last
few decades.

Principal objective of the project is to increase nature and biodiversity protection. Specific
objectives and activities of the project are:

To support and motivate local authorities for the nature protection and conservation of
biodiversity through the national competition ,Capital of Biodiversity“. This competition
will held in parallel (besides Slovakia) in Germany, Hungary, Poland and Spain. This
competition will serve as a concept for a European wide competition “European Capital
of Biodiversity” in the future

The capacity building of the local authorities through the workshops regarding
importance of biodiversity, relevant policies, management instruments, monitoring,
funding sources and through the website “Capital of Biodiversity”.

To establish a common monitoring system on biodiversity in urban areas through the set
of indicators, to monitor and compare the urban biodiversity in the selected
municipalities (besides Slovakia) in Germany, Hungary, Poland and Spain. This task will
be realized under the leadership of the project partner IUCN (International Union for
Conservation of Nature)

Planed results and outputs:

National competition and awards “Capital of Biodiversity” that show and honor the efforts
in biodiversity conservation in the municipalities.

The capacity building of the Slovak local authorities through the workshops about the
importance of biodiversity, relevant policies, management instruments, monitoring,
funding sources and through the website about the biodiversity protection in urban areas
(in Slovak language)

Elaboration of the best examples and practices from Slovakia and other participating
countries.

Elaboration of monitoring reports on development of nature and biodiversity in urban
areas
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